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seems in othei i aspects lo belong The deep
instinct which passes fiom phenomena to forces
by which they aie caused, and which Positivism
claima foi one of its chief merits to set aside
and destioy, is here declared to bo the founda-
tion of all true philosophy.

The idea of law, m physios, is plainly bor-
rowed from the higher field of politics and
social science In its proper sonso it implies
a lawgiver, sovereign, or legislature, by whom
acts are prohibited, or a oourbo of action on-
joined, a class or senes of aola commanded 01
forbidden; sanctions or penalties for disobe-
dience, and subjects, with power of action aaid
choice, by whom the law is obeyed 01 broken
In physics it is clear that all those elementa of
the paient idea cannot bo retained. Ilenco
theio must bo iitk of giout ambiguity. A law,
with no law-givor to impose il, no sanction
foi its obsoivauoe, no powci of clioico nj its
subjects, no consciousness that it is observed,
no possibility of being transgressed, becomes
the most subtle and evanescent of metaphy-
sical abstractions, if not the most misleading
and delusive of tonne There aeem to be four
varieties of tho sooptioal hypothesis, which
need separata examination To fix om ideas,
the first law of Kepler, deduced fiom obaorva-